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27h May 2020  Wednesday in the Seventh Week of Easter  

after the Ascension of the Lord (St Augustine of Canterbury) 

Friends  
 
 
Today there will be Ecumenical Morning Prayer at 8.30am on East Hendred 

Catholic Parish Facebook page.  It is specially appropriate because, although 26th 

May is the date of St Augustine’s death (and therefore his feast day in the Church 
of England), Catholics, weaving round St Philip Neri on 26th,  observe St Augustine 

on 27th May. 

 
I attach today what I hope is the last of the special day-specific orders of Morning 

Prayer – they take a while to put together.  From next week we shall be back to 

the four- week psalter arrangement, which I already have on file. 

 
As well as the Facebook masses, 9am each day except Saturday, we shall keep in 

place the Zoom events.  Wednesday Coffee Break at 11am.  Friday Bible Study at 

10am, and Sunday evening Mass at 6pm.   Zoom is going through a bit of a 
revolution because of encryption requirements.  The new Zoom is Zoom 5 and I 

think if you tune in after 30th May – the introduction date- you will be updated.  

All you need to do at present is follow the link. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4315430307?pwd=cDloZzNnRzM4SUtUM2RsbFZmZ0FRdz09 
Meeting ID: 431 543 0307   Password: Hendred 

 
A reminder of family material for celebrating Pentecost.    
www.celebrateconference.org/family 

 

                                                       www.hendredcatholicparish.org.uk  

about:blank
about:blank
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4315430307?pwd=cDloZzNnRzM4SUtUM2RsbFZmZ0FRdz09
http://www.celebrateconference.org/family
about:blank
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Food for the Journey* 

 
Wednesday in the Seventh Week of Easter  

 
after the Ascension of the Lord  
(St Augustine of Canterbury) 
 

27th May 2020     

 

St Augustine of Canterbury, born early in the 6th century, died, we think on 
26th May 604.  A Benedictine monk, he was sent by St Gregory the Great 

to preach to the English.  After some hesitation, he finally landed in Kent 

and first preached at Ebbsfleet, on a site marked by the Victorians with a 

tall memorial cross.  He was one of the founders of Christianity in these 
Isles.   

 

 O God, come to our aid. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

* Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (RSVCE) 

Bible readings from The Revised Standard Version of the Bible: Catholic Edition, copyright 
© 1965, 1966 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  For the 
text we use in church (Revised Grail Psalter) download from www.giamusic.com/RGP.   
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I Psalm 117                                                                              

 

O praise the Lord, all you nations,  
acclaim him all you peoples!  

 

For his merciful love has prevailed over us;  

and the Lord’s faithfulness endures for ever.  

Alleluia! 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen.   

 

II  Reading                                            1 Thessalonians 2:2-8 (RSV) 

Though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, 

as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of 

God in the face of great opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring from 

error or uncleanness, nor is it made with guile; 4 but just as we have been 

approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to 

please men, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 For we never used 

either words of flattery, as you know, or a cloak for greed, as God is 

witness; 6 nor did we seek glory from men, whether from you or from 

others, though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. 7 But 

we were gentle among you, like a nurse taking care of her children. 8 So, 

being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not 

only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become 

very dear to us. 

                

III Reflection  

THE FIRST Letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians is believed to be the 

earliest bit of Christian Scripture we have.  It was written fewer than 20 

years after the Resurrection and reveals that when Paul was in Philippi, at 

an earlier stage in his journey round Greece, they gave him a hard time.  

He seems in today’s reading to be talking to Gentile converts in 

Thessalonica – those who ‘turned to God from idols’ ‘serve a living and true 

God’ (1 Thess. 1:9). 

 

The relevance of this reading to St Augustine of Canterbury is clear.  St 

Augustine arrives in Kent, a pagan kingdom with a Christian Queen 
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(Bertha).  He sets about converting the King and though, in the longer 

perspective St Augustine was less successful than sometimes thought, he 

made considerable headway in Kent.  This painstaking approach, with 

gradual success, is probably what lies behind St Paul’s own missionary 

work. 

 

There is much wisdom in this passage: courage is needed and lack of guile; 

there is no place in Christian preaching for flattery and greed; there must 

be gentleness and affection and a sense of sharing.  The image of ‘a nurse 

taking care of her children’ is a very striking one, especially amidst the 

typically male-framed discourse of the time. 

 

Proclaiming the Christian Gospel was no easy thing to do – for St Paul or 

for St Augustine of Canterbury – and is no easy thing for us to do.  I think 

we sometimes forget that we are not asked to go and stand in the town 

square, nor even outside the village shop where we live.  The call is to live 

our lives with honesty and integrity – at best inspiring others by the way 

we live – and thus to bear witness to our families, our friends, and our 

neighbours.  We need to discover once more the importance of hope – what 

St Paul calls ‘the hope to which God has called [us]’ (Eph 1:18), ‘Christ in 

[us], the hope of glory’ (Col 1:27) 

 

 

             

IV Collect 

O GOD, who by the preaching of the Bishop, Saint Augustine of Canterbury, 

led the English peoples to the Gospel: grant, we pray, that the fruits of his 

labours may remain ever abundant in your Church.  Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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V Act of Spiritual Communion    

St Alphonsus Liguori (18th century)    

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed 
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive you 

into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come 

at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were 

already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to 

be separated from you. Amen. 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,  

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  
www.ourcatholicprayers.com 

             

VI Prayer for the Parish Community   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 

cf 2 Corinthians 13:14 

             

 

In Case of Emergency 

In case of emergency, if you need a priest in person, Fr David O’Sullivan 

from Wantage is happy for you to have his phone number, 07554427063.   

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

http://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/
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Mass each day (except Saturday) is on the East Hendred Catholic 

Parish Facebook Page at 9am (available thereafter as a video) 

There is a link to the Page on: 

   www.hendredcatholicparish.org.uk  

On Sundays and Holy Days there is a Zoom Mass later on.  The 

Ascension Zoom will be at 11am, with the school.    

To Join Zoom Meetings: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4315430307?pwd=cDloZzNnRzM4S

UtUM2RsbFZmZ0FRdz09 Meeting ID: 431 543 0307   

Password: Hendred 

Technical support is available from Julian Taylor at GroveGeeks 

on 07541 728180. 

 

  

http://www.hendredcatholicparish.org.uk/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4315430307?pwd=cDloZzNnRzM4SUtUM2RsbFZmZ0FRdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4315430307?pwd=cDloZzNnRzM4SUtUM2RsbFZmZ0FRdz09
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The Rosary in May 

 

IN A letter of 25th April, Pope Francis invites families and individuals to 

`rediscover the beauty of praying the rosary at home in the month of May,’ 

which is traditionally a time of increased devotion to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary.  ‘Contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother 

will make us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us 

overcome this time of trial,’ he said. 

With his letter, the pope included two prayers to Our Lady to recite at the 

end of the rosary, which he said he would also pray throughout May ‘in 

spiritual union with all of you.’ 

First Prayer: 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and 

hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of 

the cross, were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith. 

‘Protectress of the Roman people’, you know our needs, and we know that 

you will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and celebration may 

return after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the 

Father and to do what Jesus tells us. For he took upon himself our suffering, 

and burdened himself with our sorrows to bring us, through the cross, to 

the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; Do not despise our 

petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always from every danger, O 

Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 

Second Prayer: 

‘We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God’. 

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering 

and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother, and seek refuge 

under your protection. 

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus 

pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones 

who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply. 
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Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and 

who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. 

Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and 

the consequences for the economy and employment. 

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, 

that this great suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew. 

Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the 

sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence 

and trust. 

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on 

the frontline of this emergency, and are risking their lives to save others. 

Support their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and 

continued health. 

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in 

their pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and 

support everyone. 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific 

research, that they may find effective solutions to overcome this virus. 

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they 

may come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life and may 

devise social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and 

solidarity. 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested 

in developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting 

effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the 

future. 

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family 

and to recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity 

and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and 

need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer. 

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and 

pray that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from this 

terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course. 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we 

entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 


