
Marrying in Church: Background Reading 

 

Sermon of St Bernard on the Song of Songs (12th Century) 
 

Sermon 83:4-6 

I love because I love, I love in order to love 

OVE is self-sufficient; it is pleasing to itself and on its own account. Love is 
its own payment, its own reward. Love needs no extrinsic cause or result. 
Love is the result of love, it is intrinsically valuable. I love because I love; I 

love in order to love. Love is a valuable thing only if it returns to its beginning, 
consults its origin and flows back to its source.  It must always draw from that 
endless stream. Love is the only one of the soul’s movements, senses and 
affections by which the creature in an inadequate fashion may respond to his 
Creator and pay him back in kind. When God loves, he wishes only to be loved in 
return; assuredly he loves for no other purpose than to be loved.  He knows that 
those who love him are happy in their love. 

St Paul writing to the Church in Corinth cAD54 
 

1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 

The Gift of Love 

ARNESTLY desire the higher gifts.  And I will show you a still more 
excellent way.  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 

faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give away 
all I have, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. 
Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  it does not 
rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right.   Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will 
cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.  For our knowledge is imperfect and our 
prophecy is imperfect;  but when the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass 
away.  When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned 
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like a child; when I became a man, I gave up childish ways.  For now we see in a 
mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall understand 
fully, even as I have been fully understood.  So faith, hope, love abide, these three; 
but the greatest of these is love. 

 

The Words of Jesus recorded in St Mark’s Gospel 

Mark 10:6-9 

They are no longer two but one flesh 

ESUS said, “From the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 
female.’   For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 

his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder.” 

 

The First Sign as recorded in St John’s Gospel 

 John 2:1-11 

Jesus is a Guest at a Wedding 

HERE was a marriage at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there;  Jesus also was invited to the marriage, with his disciples. When the 

wine failed, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said 
to her, “O woman, what have you to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” His 
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  Now six stone jars were 
standing there, for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty 
gallons.  Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to 
the brim.  He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the steward of the 
feast.” So they took it. When the steward of the feast tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the steward of the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, 
“Every man serves the good wine first; and when men have drunk freely, then the 
poor wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.”  This, the first of his signs, 
Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed in 
him. 
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